
Educator Position at Trinity Organic Community Gardens 
 
Title: Garden Education Coordinator 
Position: Part-time, Seasonal 
Reports to: Trinity Gardens Committee 
Salary: $500/month 
Estimated Schedule: April - May and September - October, hours variable 

  
Position Description 

Trinity Gardens Organic Garden seeks to hire an experienced garden educator to facilitate an educational 
Fall field trip program for preschool to elementary-age students. Duties include curriculum development, 
volunteer management, and field trip scheduling and facilitation. 
 
Spring hours are spent scheduling Fall field trips, developing curriculum, and establishing a team of 
volunteers. Estimated Spring commitment: 10 hours/week for 6 weeks. Fall hours focus on confirming 
field trip schedules, finalizing curriculum, confirming and training volunteer teams, and facilitating October 
field trips. Anticipated Fall commitment: 15 - 20 hours a week for the month of September, and up to 30 
hours a week for the month of October. 
 
This position works in coordination with the Garden Manager, and reports progress to the Trinity Gardens 
Committee, but requires an experienced educator capable of working independently with minimal 
oversight.  
 
About the Program 

In its fifth year in 2019, Trinity Gardens Fall garden field trip program has developed from a simple 
pumpkin patch highlighting the “three sisters” growing technique to a refined offering of age-specific 
gardening and harvesting activities for our local students. Growing in popularity each year, more than 700 
students visited the garden in October of 2018 to participate in this program, facilitated entirely by 
volunteers. Trinity Gardens committee is excited to support the development of the program through this 
new, paid position. 
 
Applicant Qualifications 

● Horticulture/agriculture background and knowledge of organic gardening, soil science and use of 
fresh, organic produce for healthy eating 

● Experience and references that support working with children in the outdoors, including garden 
education, and who has relationships with other program leaders in this field 

● Coordinating experiences in working with garden managers, educators, youth leaders, teachers, 
volunteers, kids and curriculum development—especially curriculum that relates to content 
standards and core curriculum used in CA schools 

● A “track record” of being a good communicator, demonstrating resourcefulness, punctuality, and 
responsibility 

● The skills, physical strength and mental stamina to handle the demands of coordinating an outdoor 
program that requires ongoing development,  organization, logistics, problem-solving, timely 
communication, and direct interaction 

● Passion for edible food systems, environmental issues, and community building 
 



Work Experience  

● Teaching experience/working with children and gardening, including soil fertility, soil 
preparation/composting, planting seeds and transplanting starts, growing, harvesting and seed 
saving 

● Program coordination, with experience with curriculum development and facilitation, scheduling, and 
leading educational programs for youth 

 
Education Requirements 

● Completed at least two years of college-level or professional course work and work experience in 
horticulture and garden education programs for youth 

● Knowledge of plant and food science/nutrition education for various grade levels, pre-K through HS 
 
About Trinity Gardens 

Mission: Trinity Gardens grows organic produce to meet the food needs of our community; provides 
gardening and food education for all ages to raise awareness about sustainable and healthy growing and 
eating practices; and provides space, support, and resources for any and all community members to grow 
their own food. 
 
Trinity Gardens opened in March 2012 and provides more than twenty individual (200 sq. ft) garden plots 
where community members grow their own food. Trinity Gardens donates more than 2,000 pounds of 
food a year to local nonprofit partners from annual row crops, a “food forest” orchard, greenhouse, and 
chicken coop. Community events and educational programs engage thousands of visitors annually. The 
garden is open most Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Sundays 9 am - 12 pm. Classes, workshops, garden 
tours, and all-ages community service opportunities are key components of the garden’s outreach 
programs. Trinity Gardens is located on the campus of Trinity Lutheran Church at 909 N. La Cumbre 
Road in Santa Barbara, CA and is managed by a committee of volunteers.  
 
To Apply 

Please email a cover letter and resume to Judy Sims and Sharon McKenzie at 
trinitygardenssb@gmail.com, subject line “Garden Educator”. Applications will be accepted through 
February 28 or until filled. Estimating a March 15 start date. Due to the nature of the work, any selected 
candidate must pass a background check and TB test, be fingerprinted, and have a valid CA driver’s 
license.  
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